Att. 3
Proposal 1 
Change the Treaties into the direction of more „social“ in the EU
Introduction:

1. Firstly, the most important points from the report A9-0337_2023_European Parliament are listed, which are related to our wish that the treaties to be amended lead to a more social EU. 

2. This is followed by proposals that fit in with the above points. This information is based on a proposal that was put forward by Sepp Kusstatscher and Klaus Sambor at a workshop in Berlin in 2008 and they are also about the current status of preparations for a new ECI. 

3. The mention of the introduction of an EU referendum is also very important.
4. In any case, it seems important to us that the EU should assume a coordinating function for the introduction of the UBI in Europe.
Ad 1: Article 2:
The Union is founded on the values of respect for human dignity, freedom, democracy, equality, the rule of law and respect for human rights, including the rights of persons belonging to minorities. These values are common to the Member States in a society in which pluralism, non-discrimination, tolerance, justice, solidarity and gender equality prevail. 
A) Firstly, the most important points in Article 48:
Article 48 - paragraph 2: The Government of any Member State, the European Parliament or the Commission may submit to the Council proposals for the amendment of the Treaties. These proposals may, inter alia, serve either either to increase or to reduce the competences conferred on the Union in the Treaties. These proposals shall be submitted to the European Council by the Council immediately and without deliberation, and the national Parliaments shall be notified.  
Article 48 - paragraph 2 is particularly important for our desire to make the  EU more social: Increase or reduce the competence conferred on the Union in the treaties.
Article 48 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1: A conference of representatives of the governments of the Member States shall be convened by the President of the Council for the purpose of determining the amendments to be made to the Treaties. The conference shall act by a majority of four-fifths of the governments of the Member States. 

Article 48 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 1 a (new): The European Parliament shall be considered to have given its consent to the amendments to the Treaties when a majority of its component Members vote to do so. 
Article 48 – paragraph 4 – subparagraph 2: The amendments shall enter into force after being ratified by four-fifths of the Member States in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements. 
Article 48 – paragraph 5: If, two years after the signature of a treaty amending the Treaties, fewer than four-fifths of the Member States have ratified it, the matter shall be put to a European referendum. 

Article 48 – paragraph 6 – subparagraph 2: The European Council may adopt a decision amending all or part of the provisions of Part Three of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union. The European Council shall act by unanimity after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament, and after consulting the Commission, and the European Central Bank in the case of institutional changes in the monetary area. That decision shall enter into force after being ratified by four-fifths of the Member States in accordance with their respective constitutional requirements. 
Article 48 – paragraph 7 – subparagraph 4: For the adoption of those decisions, the European Council shall act by a qualified majority after obtaining the consent of the European Parliament, which shall be given by a majority of its component members.
B) Other important points in connection with our wishes for a modified Treaties.

Article 3 – paragraph 3 – paragraph 5a is new: The Union shall protect and promote access to free and universal schooling, institutional and individual academic freedom and human rights, as defined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union. 
Article 3 – paragraph 3 – paragraph 3a is new: Decisions shall be taken as openly and as closely to the citizen as possible.
Article 3 – paragraph 3 – paragraph 4a is new: Social partners shall be consulted in the preparation of any initiatives in the areas of social, employment and economic policy. 
Article 11 – paragraph 4b is new: 
The European Parliament may, by a majority of its component Members, submit to the European Council a proposal for a European referendum. A proposal for a European referendum shall be in accordance with the European values as laid down in Article 2.
If the European Council adopts, by a majority, a decision in favour of the proposed referendum, the Commission shall organise one.
Any European referendum shall be organised on the same day throughout the Union. It shall be deemed to have been approved when a majority of voters at EU level, and at national level in a majority of Member States, vote in favour.
Ad 2: 
"On the way to a basic income. 
Unconditional and a secure livelihood"
The unconditional basic income throughout the EU must be  a goal, even if many still consider it utopian. Many experts  are now convinced that it has already become a "concrete  utopia", i.e. that it could be realised if we wanted to. It is a  matter of convincing a critical mass in favour of this eco- social idea in order to gain political majorities. UBI-European Initiative and the global  BIEN network helps us to advance the discussion on basic  income at EU level. 
There are sympathisers for the idea of an unconditional basic  income in almost all EU countries and in some political parties. 
      In any case, there are now many people who are  convinced that the continuation of the past is not sustainable. A radical paradigm shift is necessary, which must be  gently prepared and then consistently pursued.
There is an ecological and a socio-political argument in favour of  this paradigm shift. Overproduction, unhealthy consumption and the irresponsible use of non-renewable resources are forcing us to abandon our belief in  eternal growth and the meaningfulness of gainful employment for 70% of the population. 
The fact that a few are getting richer and richer while poverty is  increasing across broad sections of the population must give us  pause for thought.
Harmonising the economy in the EU across national  borders may create a free market, but it is not a fair market. This also requires harmonisation of social and tax policies. 
Since 2008, a DRAFT has already been prepared for a 3rd attempt at an ECI:
Third ECI-UBI: DRAFT for the text 
Title: Introduction of Unconditional Basic Income (UBI) throughout the EU (incl. public unconditional services) 
Objectives 
Subject Matter:
Our aim is the introduction of Unconditional Basic Income (UBI) (together with additional public unconditional services) throughout the EU. 
The UBI ensures every person´s material existence and opportunity to participate in society as part of the EU economic policy.
Objectives:
In order to prevent a social crisis, there have since long time been proposals for solutions that recommend an emancipatory Unconditional Basic Income (UBI) (as a module with additional public unconditional services). The UBI does not replace the welfare state, it optimizes and make it emancipatory. The UBI strengthens solidarity and creative potential to cope with the change in our livelihoods. The UBI promotes democracy by more opportunities for participation, no one is left behind.
The introduction will reduce regional disparities in order to strengthen the economic, social and territorial cohesion in the EU. UBI is a necessary part of a progressive strategy towards a stronger welfarestate.
We request the Commission to recommend all Member States the introduction of the above mentioned proposal(s).
ANNEX (Draft for the 3rd ECI UBI)
Definition of Unconditional Basic Income
Unconditional Basic Income (UBI) does not replace the welfare state, it expands it. The financing of public  infrastructure - in the areas of education,  health, care, childcare, transport, energy,  housing and culture - must continue to be an  important task of the state.
Unconditional Basic Income is defined by the following four criteria: 
Universal: UBI is paid to all, without means test. It is not subject to income, savings or property limits. Every person, irrespective of age, descent, citizenship, place of residence, profession etc. will be entitled to receive this allocation. Thus, we claim a EU-wide, guaranteed, unconditional basic income.
Individual: Everyone – every woman, every man, every child – has the right to UBI on an individual basis as this is the only way to ensure privacy and to prevent control over other individuals. UBI will be independent of marital status, cohabitation or household configuration, or of the income or property of other household - or family members. This enables individuals to make their own decisions. 
Unconditional: As a human and legal right UBI shall not depend on any preconditions, whether an obligation to take paid employment, to demonstrate willingness-to-work, to be involved in community service, or to behave according to any gender roles. 
High enough: The amount should provide for a decent standard of living, which meets society’s social and cultural standards in the country concerned. It should prevent material poverty and provide the opportunity to participate in society. This means that the net amount of UBI should be at least above the at-risk-of-poverty level according to EU standards, which corresponds to 60% of the so-called national median net equivalent income. In countries where the majority has low incomes, and therefore median income is low, an alternative benchmark (e.g. a basket of goods and services) should be used to determine the amount of the basic income, to guarantee a life in dignity, material security and full participation in society. 
An UBI is a central measure to reach the goals of human dignity, freedom and equality deployed in central documents of the European Union.
A different Europe based on solidarity, discussion proposal
       Regulations / distribution of competences 
       Objectives
       Instruments 
Overview of the proposed changed Regulations allocation of competences
The previous national responsibility under Article I- 5 for the area of "social affairs" will be transferred  to a shared responsibility under Article I-5 (2). 
There is the area described below under the heading  "Common social rules for the Union" (Articles S-5,  S-6 and S-7) and an area remaining within the  competence of the Member States under the heading  "Social rules of the Member States" (Article S-8).
GOALS
Article S-1
    The welfare state (based on human rights, the Charter of  Fundamental Rights of the Union with regard to social rights  and the European Social Charter) is a fundamental value of the  Union alongside democracy and the rule of law. 
    The welfare state must be prioritised over purely economic  considerations. (In order to realise the welfare state, the  Member States retain, among other things, a public sector as an  independent form of economic organisation under political  control, which is exempt from competition rules).
Article S-2
   Gainful employment with good working  conditions, wages and salaries that enable a  self-determined life. Democratic co- determination and the compatibility of  family and career must be guaranteed for  women and men.
Article S-3
   Social welfare as a guarantee that no one is exposed to  poverty and helplessness. Social security means that all inhabitants have an unconditional right to a level of material resources that enables them to lead a life in dignity and grants them access to all important social and  cultural institutions and to a wide range of public goods. 
    All people must be protected against the financial risks of  illness, accident, old age and unemployment.
Article S-4
   Social justice and equality of opportunity as  a state without discrimination and without  excessive inequality in income, wealth or public access to goods and services
Common social rules for the  Union
Article S-5
   Full employment is possible if we take a more differentiated view of the concept of labour, i.e. if we include all social activities in addition to gainful employment, such as 
care work
educational work
community work
personal labour
artistic creation
     as work. 
Article S-6
  Taxes must be radically reformed. Taxes must control this process. It is not labour that should be taxed, but  consumption, especially the consumption of non-renewable  goods. Taxes should be levied above all on speculative  transactions, property, machinery, on everything that  increases the wealth of individuals and societies and where  the increase in value does not automatically accrue to the  community. Social welfare and pensions must be financed  from the tax pot, not just through taxes / levies on gainful  employment.
Article S-7
    Unconditional basic income (UBI)
    Freedom and dignity are recognised as unconditional. Therefore,  their material security is also not tied to any preconditions. This  security is provided in the form of an unconditional basic income that secures livelihoods and enables participation, as well as unconditional access to public goods and services of general  interest. The financing of public infrastructure - in the areas of education, media, health, care, childcare, transport, energy,  housing, cultural promotion and free access to cultural assets -  must continue to be an important task of the state. 
Social regulations of the member  states
Article S-8
     Gradual harmonisation of social systems
   As the social systems in the Member States have  developed very differently over time, they should be  harmonised accordingly, taking into account the  "common social rules for the Union". A gradual  general harmonisation should at least be considered  as a long-term goal. 
  Note 1: Consideration of the different levels of  economic development (e.g. in the form of "corridors"  that provide for higher standards for richer member  states and lower standards for poorer ones).
   Note 2: Creation of a solidarity tax for the "social area  of the EU", to be introduced in richer member states, in  order to make it easier for the economically worse-off  member states to catch up.
Ad 3: 
The European Parliament may, by a majority of its component Members, submit to the European Council a proposal for a European referendum. A proposal for a European referendum shall be in accordance with the European values as laid down in Article 2.
If, two years after the signature of a treaty amending the Treaties, fewer than four-fifths of the Member States have ratified it, the matter shall be put to a European referendum. 
Ad 4: This In any case, it seems important to us that the EU should assume a coordinating function for the introduction of the UBI in Europe.
If all concrete proposals are not feasible, the EU should at least have a coordinating function for the possible introduction of the UBI in Europe 
